Publication list for Preben Aavitsland
Updated 2025-10-16

Contents

|

Il
1}
v
\Y
\
Vi

Supervised PhD candidates

Original peer-reviewed articles

Review articles and editorials

Books, book chapters and reports
Letters to the editor and short reports
International conference presentations
Popular science and opinion

(Items in grey letters are work in progress, not yet published.)

| Supervised/mentored doctoral candidates

13.
12.

11.

10.

Year
2026
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2020

2016
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2013

Candidate
Elina Seppala, MD

Robert Neil
Whittaker, MD

Susanne Hyllestad
MSc

Tone Bruun, MD

Petter Elstrgm, RN,
MPH

Hege Line Lgwer,
MSc

Hilde Klgvstad, RN,
MPH

Irena, Jakopanec,
MD

Renat Latipov, MD

Title (degree, university)
In progress (Dr. philos., University of Bergen).

The surveillance of patients hospitalised with COVID-19 in
Norway, February 2020 — May 2022. Systems comparisons,
risk factors and clinical course. (Dr. philos., University of
Bergen). (https://bora.uib.no/bora-
xmlui/handle/11250/3126892)

Drinking water and preparedness — addressing risks and
uncertainties in the water supply to prevent outbreaks of
waterborne diseases. (PhD, University of Oslo).

Rotavirus infection and vaccination in Norway —
epidemiological studies of infection and intussusception
events before and after vaccine introduction (PhD, University
of Oslo).

The epidemiology of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus in Norway, 2006-2017. Trends, risk factors and
consequences of dissemination and infection control (Dr.
philos., University of Oslo).

Data Quality in Norwegian Surgical Site Infection Surveillance:
Implementation and validation of a national system for
surveillance of surgical site infections in Norway. (PhD,
University of Oslo). (http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-52639)

Genital Chlamydia trachomatis infections in Norway:
Surveillance, associated factors and control (PhD, University of
Oslo).

What you love might kill you. Epidemiology, time trends and
risk factors for sexually transmitted infections among men
who have sex with men in Norway, 1992-2013. (Dr. philos.,
University of Oslo). (http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-48204)

Rotavirus infection among children under 5 years old Central
Asia in pre-vaccine era. (PhD, University of Oslo).

Supervisors/mentors
Aavitsland P.

Aavitsland P.

Aavitsland P (main),
Vold L, Nygard K and
Stigum H

Aavitsland P (main,
taking over in 2019
from Flem E) and
Nafstad P

Aavitsland P

Aavitsland P (main),
Skjeldestad FE, and
Nafstad P

Aavitsland P (main) and
Nafstad P

Aavitsland P (main) and
Nafstad P

Flem E (main),
Aavitsland P, Nafstad P
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https://bora.uib.no/bora-xmlui/handle/11250/3126892
http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-52639
http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-48204

2011 Hanne-Merete Epidemiological studies and surveillance of health care Aavitsland P (main) and
Eriksen, RN, MSc associated infections in Norwegian hospitals and long-term Nafstad P
care facilities. (PhD, University of Oslo)

2010 Elmira Flem, MD, Disease burden and the economic impact of rotavirus Glass R (main),
MPH gastroenteritis in low- and high-income settings and the cost-  Aavitsland P and
effectiveness of new rotavirus vaccines. (PhD, University of Nafstad P
Oslo)
2009 Bjgrn G lversen, Pseudomonas aeruginosa infections in Norway. An outbreak Aavitsland P (main) and
MD, MSc of Pseudomonas aeruginosa infection caused by contaminated Nafstad P

Dent-O-Sept mouth swabs and invasive Pseudomonas
aeruginosa infections in Norway 1992-2002. (Dr. philos.,
University of Oslo) (http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-22479)

2008 Karin Nygard, DVM Water and infection. Epidemiological studies of epidemic and  Aavitsland P (main) and
endemic waterborne disease. (Dr. philos., University of Oslo) Nafstad P
(http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-20138)
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Seppala E, Bindslev N, Gubbels S, Vanska S MgllerKL, Oddson TH, Hardardottir A, Pérdardéttir M, Mather L,
Jansson M, Rehn M, Buanes EA, Aavitsland P. The burden of COVID-19-related intensive care admissions in the
Nordic countries, 2020-2023. (Submitted)

Greve-Isdahl M, Laake |, Aase A, Mgller TKR, Bekkevold T, Julin CH, Knudsen PK, Aavitsland P, Stgrdal K.
Maternal and infant immunity against Bordetella Pertussis in Norway 2020-2023. Eurosurveillance 2025.
(Accepted)

Laake JH, Hagen M, Aavitsland P, Buanes EA, Fjone KS, Kvale R, Olsen BF, Hofsg K. COVID-19 in Norwegian ICUs
2020-2023: Patient characteristics, management, and outcomes — A nationwide prospective observational
study. Acta Anaesthesiol Scand 2025; 4: 70027. (https://doi.org/10.1111/aas.70027)

Petersen E, Hvid U, Tomori O, Pedersen AG, Wallinga J, Pebody R, Cenciarelli O, Aavitsland P, Van Laeken D,
Andreasen V, Schneider U, Simonsen JK, Goedknegt MJF, Johannesen CK, Lundgren JD, Koch A, Sgborg B,
Ekstrom AM, Nohynek H, Aarestrup FM, Krause TG, Simonsen L. Possible scenarios for the spread of mpox
outside the endemic focus in Africa. Int J Infect Dis 2024; 107373.
(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39733916/)

Kepp KP, Aavitsland P, Ballin M, Balloux F, Baral S, Bardosh K et al. Panel stacking is a threat to consensus
statement validity. J Clin Epidemiol 2024; (https://doi.org/10.1016/].iclinepi.2024.111428)

Chan LYH, Rg G, Midtbg JE, DiRuscio F, Watle SSV, Juvet LK, Littmann J, Aavitsland P, Nygard KM, Berg AS,
Bukholm G, Kristoffersen AB, Engg-Monsen K, Engebretsen S, Swanson D, Palomares AD-L, Lindstrgm JC,
Frigessi A, deBlasio BF. Modeling geographic vaccination strategies for COVID-19 in Norway. PLoS Comput Biol
2024: 20: e1011426. (https://pubmed.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/38295111/)

Elgersma IH, Fretheim A, Elstrgm P, Aavitsland P. Association between face mask use and the risk of infection
with SARS-CoV-2 in the community — a cross-sectional study. Epidemiol Infect 2023; 151: e194.
(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37952983/)

Amato E, Hyllestad S, Heradstveit P, Langlete P, Moen LV, Rohringer A, Pires J, Lomba JAB, Bragstad K, Feruglio
SL, Aavitsland P, Madslien EH. Evaluation of the pilot wastewater surveillance for SARS-CoV-2 in Norway, 1 June
2022 — March 2023. BMC Publ Health 2023; 23: 1714. (https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37667223/)

Brandal LT, MacDonald E, Veneti L, Ravlo T, Lange H, Naseer U, Feruglio S, Bragstad K, Hungnes O, @deskaug L
E., Hagen F, Hanch-Hansen KE, Lind A, Watle SV, Taxt AM, Johansen M, Vold L, Aavitsland P, Nygard K, Madslien
EH. Outbreak caused by the SARS-CoV-2 Omicron variant in Norway, November to December 2021. Euro
Surveill 2021; 26: (https://pubmed.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/34915975/)

Hyllestad S, Amato E, Nygard K, Vold L, Aavitsland P. The effectiveness of syndromic surveillance for the early
detection of waterborne outbreaks: A systematic review. BMC Infect Dis 2021; 21: 696.
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(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34284731/)

Jenness SM, Aavitsland P, White RA, Winje BA. Measles vaccine coverage among children born to Somali
immigrants in Norway. BMC Publ Health 2021; 21: 668. (https://pubmed.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/33827509/)

Hyllestad S, Lund V, Nygard K, Aavitsland P, Vold L. The establishment and first experiences of a crisis advisory
service for water supplies in Norway. ] Water Health 2020; 18: 545-55.
(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32833680/)

Austad RH, Sandbakken E, Sandrib H, Aavitsland P, Bruun JH, Eick F, Lie AK. Smittsomme sykdommer blant
pasienter ved Helsesenter for papirlgse migranter i Oslo. Tidsskr Nor Legeforen 2020; 140:
(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32192262)

Hyllestad S, Mcdonald E, Lange H, Guzman-Herrador B, Lund V, Aavitsland P, Vold L. An outbreak of skin rash
traced to a portable floating tank in Norway, May 2017. Euro Surveill 2019;24: pii=1900134.
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31552820).

Hyllestad S, Veneti L, Bugge AB, Grav-Rosenberg T, Nygard K, Aavitsland P. Compliance with water advisories
after water outages in Norway. BMC Publ Health 2019; 19: 1188
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31464621).

Winje BA, Grgneng GM, White R, Akre P, Aavitsland P, Heldal E. Immigrant screening for latent tuberculosis
infection — numbers needed to test and treat: A Norwegian population-based study. BMJ Open 2019; 9:
bmjopen-2018-023412. (https://www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30782706).

Gil Cuesta J, Aavitsland P, Englund H, Gudlaugsson O, Hauge SH, Lyytikdinen O, Sigmundsdéttir G, Tegnell A,
Virtanen M, the Nordic influenza comparison group, Grove Krause T. Pandemic vaccination strategies and
influenza severe outcomes during the influenza A(HIN1)pdmO09 pandemic and the post-pandemic influenza
season: the Nordic experience. Euro Surveill 2016; 21: pii=30208.
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27123691)

Lgwer HL, Eriksen HM, Aavitsland P, Skjeldestad FE. The quality of denominator data in surgical site infection
surveillance versus administrative data in Norway 2005-2010. BMC Infect Dis 2015; 15: 549.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26619949)

Klgvstad H, Aavitsland P. Denominators count: supplementing surveillance data for genital Chlamydia
trachomatis infection with testing data, Norway, 2007 to 2013. Euro Surveill 2015; 20: pii=30012.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26535784)

Lgwer HL, Dale H, Eriksen HM, Aavitsland P, Skjeldestad FE. Surgical site infections after hip arthroplasty in
Norway 2005-2011: Impact of duration and intensity of postdischarge surveillance. Am J Infect Control 2015;
43: 323-8 (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25672951)

MacDonald E, Dalane PK, Aavitsland P, Vold L. Implications of screening and childcare exclusion policies for
children with Shiga-Toxin producing Escherichia coli infections: Lessons learned from an outbreak in a daycare
centre, Norway, 2012. BMC Infect Dis 2014; 14: 673. (http://www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25518922)

Gran JM, Kacelnik O, Grjibovski AM, Aavitsland P, Iversen BG. Counting pandemic deaths: comparing reported
numbers of deaths from influenza A(HIN1)pdmO09 with estimated excess mortality. Influenza Other Respi
Viruses 2013; 7: 1370-9. (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23745605)

Jakopanec |, Grjibovski AM, Nilsen @, Blystad H, Aavitsland P. Trends in the surveillance of HIV infection among
men who have sex with men in Norway, 1995-2011. BMC Publ Health 2013; 13: 144.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23414557)

Klgvstad H, Natas O, Tverdal A, Aavitsland P. Systematic screening with information and home sampling for
genital Chlamydia trachomatis infections in young men and women in Norway: a randomized controlled trial.
BMC Infect Dis 2013; 13: 30 (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23343391)

Haberg SE, Trogstad L, Gunnes N, Wilcox AJ, Gjessing HK, Samuelsen SO, Skrondal A, Cappelen I, Engeland A,
Aavitsland P, Madsen S, Buajordet |, Furu K, Nafstad P, Vollset SE, Feiring B, Ngkleby H, Magnus P, Stoltenberg
C. Risk of fetal death after pandemic influenza virus infection or vaccination. N Engl J Med 2013; 368: 333-340
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23323868).

Lgwer HL, Eriksen HM, Aavitsland P, Skjeldestad FE. Methodology of the Norwegian Surveillance System for
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Healthcare-Associated Infections: the value of a mandatory system, automated data collection, and active
postdischarge surveillance. Am J Infect Control 2013; 41: 591-6.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23318091)

Klgvstad H, Grjibovski A, Aavitsland P. Population based study of Chlamydia trachomatis prevalence and
associated factors in Norway: a cross-sectional study. BMJ Infect Dis 2012; 12: 150
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22747602)

Herrador BG, Aavitsland P, Feiring B, Bergsaker MAR, Borgen K. Usefulness of health registries when estimating
vaccine effectiveness during the influensa A(H1IN1) 2009 pandemic in Norway. BMC Infect Dis 2012; 12: 63
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22429643)

Emberland KE, Nygard K, Aavitsland P. Salmonellosis and charter tourism: epidemiology and trends of imported
human cases to Norway from the Canary Islands and Thailand, 1994-2008. Epidemiol Infect 2012;
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22051449)

Elstrgm P, Kacelnik O, Bruun T, Iversen B, Hauge SH, Aavitsland P. Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus in
Norway, a low-incidence country, 2006 — 2010. J Hosp Infect 2012; 80: 36-40.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22118858)

Hajdu A, Eriksen HM, Sorknes NK, Hauge SH, Lower HL, lversen BG, Aavitsland P. Evaluation of the national
surveillance system for point-prevalence of healthcare-associated infections in hospitals and in long-term care
facilities for elderly in Norway, 2004-2008. BMC Publ Health 2011; 11: 923.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22165849)

MacDonald E, Aavitsland P, Bitar D, Borgen K. Detection of events of public health importance under the
International Health Regulations: A toolkit to improve reporting of unusual events by frontline healthcare
workers. BMC Public Health 2011, 11: 713. (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21936937)

Rim3eliené G, Nilsen @, Klgvstad H, Blystad H, Aavitsland P. Epidemiology of acute and chronic hepatitis B virus
infection in Norway, 1992-2009. BMC Infect Dis 2011; 11: 153.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21615904 )

Devaux |, Kreidl P, Penttinen P, Salminen M, Zucs P, Ammon A; ECDC influenza surveillance group; national
coordinators for influenza surveillance (including Aavitsland P). Initial surveillance of 2009 influenza A(H1IN1)
pandemic in the European Union and European Economic Area, April-September 2009. Euro Surveill 2010; 15
pii: 19740. (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21163182)

Jakopanec |, Grjibovski AM, Nilsen @, Aavitsland P. Syphilis epidemiology in Norway, 1992-2008: resurgence
among men who have sex with men. BMC Infect Dis 2010; 10: 105.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20429881)

Jakopanec I, Schimmer B, Grjibovski AM, Klouman E, Aavitsland P. Self-reported sexually transmitted infections
and their correlates among men who have sex with men in Norway: an Internet-based cross-sectional survey.
BMC Infect Dis 2010; 10: 261. (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20815931)

Flem E, Vainio K, Dgllner H, Midgaard C, Bosse FJ, Rognlien AG, Rojahn A, Nordbo SA, Stgrvold G, Njglstad G,
Wathne KO, Konsmo K, Aavitsland P. Rotavirus gastroenteritis in Norway: analysis of prospective surveillance
and hospital registry data. Scand J Infect Dis. 2009; 41: 753-9.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19685376)

Hauge SH, Blix HS, Borgen K, Hungnes O, Dudman SG, Aavitsland P. Sales of oseltamivir in Norway prior to the
emergence of oseltamivir resistant influenza A(H1IN1) viruses in 2007-08. Virol J 2009; 6: 54.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19435505)

Krause G, Aavitsland P, Alpers K, Barrasa A, Bremer V, Helynck B, Perra A. Differences and commonalities of
national field epidemiology training programmes in Europe. Euro Surveill 2009; 14: pii=19378.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19883560)

Eriksen HM, Saether AR, Lgwer HL, Vangen S, Hjetland R, Lundmark H, Aavitsland P. Infeksjoner etter
keisersnitt. Tidsskr Nor Legeforen 2009; 129: 618-22. (http://www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19337329)

Koch AM, Eriksen HM, Elstrgm P, Aavitsland P, Harthug S. Severe consequences of healthcare-associated
infections among residents of nursing homes - a cohort study. J Hosp Infect 2009; 71: 269-74.
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(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19147254)

Jakopanec |, Borgen K, Aavitsland P. The epidemiology of gonorrhoea in Norway, 1993-2007: past victories,
future challenges. BMC Infect Dis 2009; 9: 33. (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19298649)

Klgvstad H, Aavitsland P. Genital Chlamydia trachomatis infections in Norway 1986-2006 —surveillance data.
Sex Transm Dis 2009; 36: 17-21. (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18923334 )

Elstrgm P, Aavitsland P. Meticillinresistente gule stafylokokker i Norge. Tidsskr Nor Legeforen 2008; 128:2730-
3. (http://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pubmed/19079421)

Klgvstad H, Hgiby EA, Aavitsland P. | hvilken grad vil antibiotikabehandling av fégdende med gruppe B-
streptokokker pavirke totalforbruket av antibotika? Tidsskr Nor Leegeforen 2008; 128: 2467-9.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19096471)

Iversen B, Hoffman B, Aavitsland P. Questions on causality and responsibility arising from an outbreak of
Pseudomonas aeruginosa infections in Norway. Emerg Themes Epidemiol 2008; 5: 22.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18947429)

Iversen BG, Brantsaeter AB, Aavitsland P. Nationwide study of invasive Pseudomonas aeruginosa infection in
Norway: Importance of underlying disease. J Infect 2008; 57: 139-46.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18617269)

Jakopanec I, Hassfjord JJ, Nilsen O, Larsen AR, Aavitsland P. A local outbreak of quinolone-resistant gonorrhoea
in Norway, January 2008. Euro Surveill 2008; 13: pii=18897 (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18761950)

Schimmer B, Nygard K, Eriksen HM, Lassen J, Lindstedt BA, Kapperud G, Aavitsland P. Outbreak of haemolytic
uraemic syndrome in Norway caused by Escherichia coli 0103:H25 traced to cured mutton sausages. BMC
Infect Dis 2008; 8: 41. (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18387178)

Nygard K, Lassen J, Vold L, Andersson Y, Fisher |, Lofdal S, Threlfall J, Luzzi |, Kapperud G, Aavitsland P. Outbreak
of Salmonella Thompson infections linked to imported rucola lettuce. Foodborne Pathog Dis 2008; 5: 165-73.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18361685)

Elstrgm P, Iversen BG, Aavitsland P. Bgr barn adoptert fra utlandet undersgkes for meticillinresistente
stafylokokker? Tidsskr Nor Legeforen 2008; 128:291-3. (http://www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18264152)

Nygard K, Werner-Johansen @, Rgnsen S, Caugant DA, Simonsen @, Kanestrgm A, Ask E, Ringstad J, @degard R,
Jensen T, Krogh T, Hgiby EA, Ragnhildstveit E, Aaberge IS, Aavitsland P. An outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease
caused by long distance spread from an industrial air scrubber. Clin Infect Dis 2008; 46: 61-9.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18171215)

Nokleby H, Aavitsland P, O'Hallahan J, Feiring B, Tilman S, Oster P. Safety review: Two outer membrane vesicle
(OMV) vaccines against systemic Neisseria meningitidis serogroup B disease. Vaccine 2007; 25: 3080-4.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17287053)

Nygard K, Wahl E, Krogh T, Tveit OA, Bghleng E, Tverdal A, Aavitsland P. Breaks and maintenance work in the
water distribution systems and gastrointestinal illness: a cohort study. Int J Epidemiol 2007; 36: 873-80.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17389718)

Iversen BG, Eriksen HM, Bg G, Hagestad K, Jacobsen T, Engeset E, Lassen J, Aavitsland P. Pseudomonas
aeruginosa contamination of mouth swabs during production causing a major outbreak. Ann Clin Microbiol
Antimicrob 2007; 6: 3. (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17355630)

Iversen BG, Jacobsen T, Eriksen HM, Bukholm G, Melby KK, Nygard K, Aavitsland P. An outbreak of
Pseudomonas aeruginosa infections caused by contaminated mouth swabs. Clin Infect Dis 2007; 44: 794-801.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17304450)

Eriksen HM, Koch AM, Elstrgm P, Nilsen RM, Harthug S, Aavitsland P. Healthcare-associated infection among
residents of long-term care facilities: a cohort and nested case-control study. J Hosp Infect 2007; 65: 334-40.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17275954)

Aavitsland P, Nilsen @. Hivinfeksjon i Norge f@r 2006. Tidsskr Nor Leegeforen 2006; 126: 3125-30.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17160120)

Emberland K, Nygard K, Heier B, Aavitsland P, Lassen J, Stavnes T, Gondrosen B. Outbreak of Salmonella
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Kedougou in Norway associated with salami, April-June 2006. Euro Surveill 2006; 11: 188.
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